
40 Scriptures
On Generosity



FINANCIAL DISCIPLESHIP 
Every financial circumstance provides an opportunity to grow into the likeness of Christ.

40 Scriptures On Generosity

1. God instructs us to be happy in our circumstances, and not to envy those around us:    
 Exodus 20:17, Proverbs 14:30, Hebrews 13:5 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.”

Envy makes the bones rot. 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.” 

2. Even in times of economic hardship, we can trust in God:   
 Habakkuk 3: 17-19

Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and 
the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, yet I 
will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he 
makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. 

3. The things of the world do not measure up to the things of the Kingdom:  
 1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along 
with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

4. All that we accomplish financially happens by God’s mighty hand:    
 Deuteronomy 8:17-18 

Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth.’ You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth… 

5. Contentment is a state of mind in Christ, not a state of affairs in the world:   
 Philippians 4:11-13

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to 
be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can 
do all things through him who strengthens me.
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6. Wealth can impede the fruitfulness of a Christian life:  
 Matthew 13: 22-23

As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was 
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

7. Money is God’s primary competitor for our heart’s affections:  
 Luke 16: 10-13

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little 
is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will 
entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who 
will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.”

8. Sometimes evil people get rich, and God’s people go hungry. But God is still good.:  
 Psalm 73:12-13, 23-26

Behold, these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. All in vain have I kept my 
heart clean and washed my hands in innocence.

Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, 
and afterward you will receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing 
on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever.

9. No matter our income level, a pure heart is better than getting richer:    
 Proverbs 22:1-2 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. The 
rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the maker of them all.

10. Being poor and being rich are both hard!:  
 Proverbs 30:8-9

...give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and 
deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.

11. Avoid debt:
 Proverbs 22:7

The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender.
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12. Provide for your family:
 1 Timothy 5:8

But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.

13. Work hard:
 2 Thessalonians 3: 10

If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.

14. Circumstances cannot shake those who trust in God.:  
 Job 1: 21

21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, 
and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

15. God commands us to keep a financial margin so that we can be generous to the needy:    
 Leviticus 19:9 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither 
shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, 
neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and 
for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.”

16-18. God feels what the poor feel, and is honored by those who honor the poor:    
 Psalm 12:5 

“Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan, I will now arise,” says the LORD; “I will 
place him in the safety for which he longs.”

 Proverbs 19:17

Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.

 Proverbs 14:31

Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors 
him.
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GOD’S HEART FOR THE POOR
Praise God! He pours Himself out for the needy.



19. Jesus has sobering words for those who fail to bless the needy:
 Matthew 25: 31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his 
right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the 
King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.’ 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then 
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.”

20. God will pour Himself out among us when we pour ourselves out for the poor:    
 Isaiah 58: 6-12 

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the 
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and 
not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of the LORD 
shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you 
take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if you 
pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. And the LORD will guide you continually and 
satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you 
shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
the restorer of streets to dwell in.
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21. Indifference to the plight of the needy is a serious offense:
 Luke 16: 19-31

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 
every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired 
to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his 
sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died 
and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off 
and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ But 
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus 
in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all 
this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from 
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, 
father, to send him to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest 
they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; 
let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the 
dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will 
they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”

22. God declares that those who judge the cause of the poor are those who truly know Him:    
 Jeremiah 22: 13-16 

“Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness, and his upper rooms by injustice, who 
makes his neighbor serve him for nothing and does not give him his wages, who says, ‘I will build 
myself a great house with spacious upper rooms,’ who cuts out windows for it, paneling it with 
cedar and painting it with vermilion. Do you think you are a king because you compete in cedar? 
Did not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. 
He judged the cause of the poor and needy; then it was well. Is not this to know me? declares the 
LORD.”

23. A righteous person gives freely to the poor, and is honored by God:
 Psalm 112: 5-9

It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; who conducts his affairs with justice. For 
the righteous will never be moved; he will be remembered forever. He is not afraid of bad news; 
his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks in 
triumph on his adversaries. He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever; his horn is exalted in honor.

24. Job explains how a righteous person should act toward the needy:
 Job 29: 14-17

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my justice was like a robe and a turban. I was eyes to 
the blind and feet to the lame. I was a father to the needy, and I searched out the cause of him 
whom I did not know. I broke the fangs of the unrighteous and made him drop his prey from his 
teeth.
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25. Jesus challenges the mindset of personal security that impedes generosity:    
 Luke 12: 13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 
But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, 
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 
crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required 
of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure 
for himself and is not rich toward God.”

26. God honors generous people with material goods for their enjoyment:    
 Proverbs 3: 9-10

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns
will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.

27. Generosity is an outward evidence of our faith commitment to Christ:
 Luke 19: 8-10

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the
poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house…”

28. Jesus reflects on the immense barrier that riches can be to securing eternal life:
 Luke 18:18-30

And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 
Honor your father and mother.’” And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” When Jesus 
heard this, he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” But when he heard these things, he 
became very sad, for he was extremely rich. Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How 
difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” Those who 
heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” But he said, “What is impossible with man is possible with 
God.” And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.” And he said to them, “Truly, 
I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the 
sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to 
come eternal life.”
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…surprising and counter-cultural.



29-30. Solomon reflects on wealth:
 Ecclesiastes 5:10-17, Proverbs 23:4-5

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his income; 
this also is vanity. When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has 
their owner but to see them with his eyes? Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or 
much, but the full stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.

Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. When your eyes light on it, it is gone, 
for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.

31. God smiles when we enjoy the simple pleasures of life:    
 Ecclesiastes 9:7-10

Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart, for God has already approved 
what you do. 

Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be lacking on your head. 

Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you under 
the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might...

32. Jesus calls those with a spirit of financial independence to repentance:
 Revelation 3:15-20

“‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, 
because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you 
say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, 
poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be 
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may 
not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.

33. Giving brings true life to those who are rich, but arrogance brings only emptiness:
 1 Timothy 6: 17-19

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for 
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly 
life.
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34. Everything belongs to God, and we rejoice in the privilege of giving back to Him:    
 1 Chronicles 29: 9-15

Then the people rejoiced because they had given willingly, for with a whole heart they had offered 
freely to the LORD. David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David said: “Blessed 
are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and 
the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the 
earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches 
and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your 
hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise 
your glorious name. 

“But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all 
things come from you, and of your own have we given you. For we are strangers before you and 
sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.

35. Our financial gifts, like our prayers, ascend to God as a pleasing offering:
 Acts 10: 1-4

At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known as the Italian 
Cohort, a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the people, 
and prayed continually to God. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel 
of God come in and say to him, “Cornelius.” And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, 
Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before 
God…”

36. Seek first God’s Kingdom; trust God to work out the (financial) details:
 Luke 12: 21-34

And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 
eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are not able to do as small a 
thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and 
what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and 
your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added 
to you.

THE GRACE OF GIVING
Our giving is the thunder that follows the lightning of God’s great grace to us.



“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with 
a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

37. Our giving makes us participants in God’s economy, and reaps rewards for His Kingdom:
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is 
written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this 
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings 
to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that 
comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for 
them and for all others, while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace 
of God upon you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

38. Our giving is meaningless unless it flows out of godly love:
 1 Corinthians 13:3-7

If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

39. Harmonious, loving relationships matter more to God than financial faithfulness:
 Matthew 5:23-24

So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift.
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40. Paul strove continually in his life and ministry to serve the poor through generosity:
 Galatians 2:10 [Peter, James, and John, giving instruction to Paul as he launched his 
ministry to the Gentiles]

Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

 Acts 20:32-35 [Paul’s final goodbye to the church, which links the Gospel to generosity]

And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and 
to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold 
or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who 
were with me. In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the 
weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’”
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